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Curious Seed - Chalk About 
 

Technical Specifications 
 
We travel very light with just one suitcase but don’t imagine we are a small show! 
 
 
Theatre/Studio Space Requirements 
 
Chalk About is a dance performance and requires a sprung floor. 
 
The floor should be free of protruding screws, swept clean and mopped prior to a 
dancefloor being laid and taped down. In case any overlaps are required they should be 
running off-stage or up-stage and should be thoroughly taped down.  
 
The theatre/studio dimensions should measure at a minimum of: 9 x 9 meters and a 
height of 4 meters. This allows space for side masking, which will not infringe on the 
performance space; where entrances can be made safely; and where props are preset. 
 
Within the theatre/studio space we require a minimum performance space of 7 metres x 
7 metres. This area must be covered with black dancefloor (Harlequin/marley lino). It is 
very important that the dance floor is of good quality, properly laid and taped with PVC / 
specialist dancefloor tape (not gaffer tape) We expect a clean dance floor, free of old tape, 
glue and other sticky residue. Our performers dance barefoot and any rips in the dancefloor 
do cause injury! 
 
The performers will draw with chalk on the dancefloor. This washes off easily with water 
and a clean mop. We will ensure the floor is left clean on our departure.  
 
The set for Chalk About consists of white muslin, cloth wadding and Koloron fabrics. All 
fabrics will be fire retardant accordingly. Lightweight fabric puppets are suspended from 
large helium balloons (10 balloons x 13’’). 
 
While touring in the UK, 0.42M3 helium canisters are used. On international touring we rely 
on local knowledge of gas suppliers, either through BOC or a ‘Party Shop’; these canisters 
are usually larger.  Although non-hazardous, non-flammable and low pressure, it is 
preferable they are kept in a lockable dressing room or cupboard. 
 
We hang a battery operated, inflatable ‘Cloud’ which a performer will hoist during the 
performance to a height of 3-4 meters, depending on the scale of the performance space. 
Therefore it is essential there is nothing to prevent the ‘Cloud’ reaching its maximum height 
(like a balcony, for example!). We tour two pulleys, cord and a tie off point for the ‘Cloud’. 
Occasionally we require additional clamps and short scaffold pipe to get it in the right 
position. The “Cloud” must sit close to the Upstage curtain, which acts as a buffer and stops 
it rotating.  
 
Black drapes surrounding the space must reach to the grid height.  The space should be 
free of any protruding balconies or walkways. 
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The theatre/studio must be at an adequately warm temperature for dancers; cold theatre = 
injured dancers! 
 
The Audience 
The performers are preset on stage from the house opening. Therefore we ask that the 
audience is gathered outside the doors and the house opens to the public 5 minutes 
before the start time of the performance. Once we have clearance, the performers will 
invite a few members of the audience on to the performance area where they draw with the 
performers. The House Lights are kept on for this and it is helpful if FOH staff are aware of 
this aspect of the show and assist when necessary.  

*** No latecomers are admitted after the House Lights are dimmed *** 
 
The Auditorium  
It is vital that all members of the audience (especially the small ones!) can clearly see the 
floor as the drawings made by the performers are an intrinsic part the show’s narrative. 
Therefore, the seating bank should be raked, and the performance space must not be 
raised but be at the same ground level as the first row of seats. 

 
NB 
We require to borrow a WIDE STAGE BROOM and a STAGE WEIGHT from the venue to 
be used on stage during the show. Many thanks! 
 
 
Lighting requirements: 
 
Six point open white front light/ general cover.  6 x fresnel 
Blue back light wash. 3-4 fresnel 
Specials: 
AVENUE of light running Up/downstage, 4 fresnels  
TENT 1 profile with iris 
CLOUD 1 fresnel 
4 par cans for a chase effect. (CP62 preferred) 
Gels: 2x L201 (fresnel & profile) 4x L132 (fresnel) 1x L106, L139, L126,  L015 (par) 
Lighting desk 
 
The lighting is an open white front wash which, depending on the venue size, will consist of 
5-10 fresnels. A basic back light wash and some specials. 
If the house light can’t be dimmed manually or controlled from the desk, additional lights will 
have to be rigged for this function.  
 
 

	  
Stage	  level	  

Raked	  Seating	  
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Sound requirements: 
 
The performers will trigger the sound cues from the show laptop, which will be down stage 
right on stage (13A mains power required). We will bring the laptop + DI box.  
 
We require 2 XLR lines to the mixing desk/control room, a mixing desk with 2 inputs (or 1 
stereo input), stereo out, (1 aux if monitoring is required). 
In house sound system, consisting of tops and subs covering the entire audience. 
2x monitor speakers down stage L&R.  
Back up CD player in case the laptop fails to work. 
 
The company technician/production manager will operate the sound desk and the lighting 
desk during the show from the control position.  Please contact us if this set-up is not 
possible for any reason. 
 
Dressing rooms: 
2 (warm please); access to iron and ironing board 
 
Laundry  
Washing machine & dryer 
  
Company: 
2 performers, 1 production manager/technician, 1 company producer/manager 
 
Set / transport / get-in: 
1 x 25 kg suitcase.  Helium canister. No special load-in requirements, we will use the front 
door 
 
Running time: 
55min, no interval 
 
Get-out time: 
½ hour 
 
Technical contact details:  
In case of any questions please contact:  
 
Yvonne Buskie, Touring Production Manager 
yvonnebuskie@yahoo.co.uk 
0044 7748 444784 
 


